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What are alternative landscapes?

XERIC-SCAPE NATIVE-SCAPES

POLYCULTURE EDIBLE



DISCUSSION POINTS

WHY ALTERNATIVE LANDSCAPES

XERIC-SCAPE

ECOTYPIC (NATIVE) LANDSCAPES

POLYCULTURE

TRADITIONAL ALTERNATIVES



Why alternative 
landscapes?

WATER



Why alternative 
landscapes?

CLIMATE 
CHANGE



Why alternative 
landscapes?

GENERATIONAL CHANGES 



XERISCAPE, ZERO-SCAPE OR XERIC-SCAPE
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https://www.epa.gov/heatislands/what-are-heat-islands



XERIC-SCAPE

https://www.epa.gov/heatislands/heat-island-reduction-solutions
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XERIC-SCAPE HYDROZONE



ECOTYPIC LANDSCAPE DESIGN

LEVEL 3 ECOREGIONS LEVEL 4 ECOREGIONS

https://www.npsot.org/resources/native-plants/ecoregion-map/

RIGHT PLANT, RIGHT PLACE ECOTYPE



ECOTYPIC LANDSCAPE DESIGN …WHY NOT NATIVE?

A microclimate is the local climate difference of a 
small area within the surrounding area and can offer 
different growing conditions in the larger USDA 
Hardiness Zone.
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BRIDGELAND, HOUSTON
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DESIGNED CHAOS



TRADITIONAL ALTERNATIVES

POCKET PRAIRIE
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NO WATER ZONES
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SEASONAL COLOR TRANSFORMATIONS
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